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"Adult

WHILE HE HAS FASHIONED A
WORKPLACE THATS A COMBO
PLATTER OF CHILIHOOD
FANTASY AND HIPSTER PARADISE,
KIDROBOT'S PAUL BUDNITZ HAS
STILL MADE SURE THAT 1S
COMPANY HAS GROWN UP NICE,

Y LAUREN SILAGY PH

TOGRAPHS BY TONY HARMER




36 (A) THE ADULT

IF PAUL Budnite really was borm missing o gene preventing him Trom taking sk that were hath “stopid
andl |.|.||'|J_-|!'I-::||ui" like his _gl'.lluli.:LI]u'r ance h.liu:l, |]1|,,'|| il |'hl.‘i ||'|_g|_l, |;|'_-|_'|;g i E:||1-5;,||1}_l\_ F:'.,||||-~. VAricLy of eareer
endeavors within his 40 years hove included Tlmmaking, photogzaply, coding software Tor nuclear power
plants (in high school, of course), as will as creating computer games for the classic Commodore 4

¥ fu.'.:||1_ then there is Kidrobot, We were corioos by i feoed h-!. L :q;_-hr ||fg||-|d|:l:1|'|. insidhe a it
Stevhen ghl:»:'\. |J||||||:|.'_ at the st show For the now well-known toy :"'x||w.|.||._|'5.-i VI GOl e “unn:..' anad
[riends on o Burton snowhoard, o Vilkswagen, om clothing in Barmey's or between other icomic designs
the Muosewm of Modern Arcin NYC. Or vou can simply visit one of the four store-galleries in New Yook,
Lan Francisco, Los ."'I.I'li.‘_"l.'||.':1. and the newest, Miaml For those whoocan'l make i1 1o these locations on tov
relesse days, whiere lines typically sererch For ity Blocks, vou can visit Kidrobat com

Whatever pene Paul may be missing he clearly mibkes up for with big dreams,

Look kidi: it's M-I-0-K-E-Y MW-A-0-5-E

Q:CAN YOU TELL UsS ABOLT THE OFFICE? THERE ARE SO MANY
COLORFUL THINGS YOL! WANT TO TOUCH, FEEL, AND LOOK Al
WHAT MADEYOU WANT TOCREATE THIS TYPE OF EXVIROMMENT
FOR THE COMPANY?

A Well | think it's eviolved imo |.|||.|-Lt||.g likie thast. The Ihllil..: is thait we make so
|'|'|L|CI| Z‘ill]ﬂ.. IHHJ |'."|-'L'T‘I"n'|'|'|t:”: SEC O W seCm LD come |1i.l'..'l “-':'l.l'l e ]l"‘ “'..l”'l.'
for inspiration and it's great ta have all of this encrgy aoond.

YOUWVE HAD A REALLY DIVERSE BACKGROUND AND CREATIVE
EXPERIENCES WE WERE WONDERING WHAT ASPECTS OF YOUR
PAST WERE CRUCIAL TO THE REVELOPMENT OF KIDROBOT

Thie truth is, the thing thal attracted me 1o thie jobowas the Faet than | hive a bit
ol o disahility. | physically have a hard time arganizing and doing things with my
'|!||h'.1_'_.' in & coordinated Wiy, There were some sart of 1.|l."l.'|.']|r|'ll'|'||:'|'|1i|| thisabilities
with me that made it difficult for me to work physically in the world, | ended
up compensating For that disability as o collaberator, | like 10 work with other
people, hecause in essence they can bring things thut 1 can't, So | think o
Kidrobid, Deecause we're & sUpsr eollaborative IS TEATI were b Crossiing
I, '-'-{"II'{' UI]IH” Li.l!lll:ll'l#l '|'|||!'| lllllL‘r jll:'l.:llil!"' L '-'-1".” |\'||”!| .||'|I':l||| hl{‘ll'u_: I':II'I{'l'l In
a lot of ways we compensate for our weaknesses and develop strengths,

YOU ONCE CLATMED THAT STARTING THIS COMPANY WAS PRORB
ABLY THE STUPIDEST THING YOUVE EVER DMONE,

Thai kind of Ll.-l.'i:u. e L Fiere. One of the !I‘l.lllp"r. that I can't stamd is when
prople say, “You can't do that.” IT 1 had <o down and thought through bow
stresslul it would be 1o do Kidrohot, if | knew what it entailed, | probably would
have dore it anyway, 1P Ud lefe i oo my beart T mighe oo have dome i, bot 1 had
an intuition tha i Yo ke begotifal I|'|i||;._l,.1 ||-|,>1|!:|f|' will folloay than

15 THERE AXYTHING ELSE THAT YOU ARE OQBSESSING OVER OR
COLLECTING BESIDES TOYS?

I'm actually not o collector. The whale ides of Kidrobol is not o cofléct and
keep, bui to create and keep ereating, almast ke a river. What's Howing through
PRIF sores, it has ils o momenium

S0, THE MORE TOYS YOU MAKE, THE MORE CREATIVE YOU FEEL?

e thing leads o another so you're pever stgtant, You make something and
vour're like, “Ah, that's beautiful bt it would be so much more beautiful or
interesting or different i Everything keeps moving and that kind of momen-
tum delines s in o lod of wiys. Al Bid peshial we're |.||-||l::l'.l.'iil'|}.'_ whiat we've made.
Wiere not trying to see what's going 1o be the nest hig hit. We've made o bunch
of stuff and the need arises o do something else, snd new oys arrive.
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FHERES TERTAINLY A LACK ©3
I YOUVE CULTIVATED Al
GROUNDED

PRETENSION IN THI
FHITS CONMPANY

VESTHEL
HOAY DO YOLU STAY

I mie the mest important thing is leaming how o actually Keep vour spo oot
of the work, We work ingroups; soyvouw have 1o keep yourself oon of the picoone
When vou start asking quiestions like "How am 1 godng to loolk? Sim 1 important?
Where's mw nime on this?—these are the kind of antists we wend not g waork
with very much |‘|'||-||J| wie work with are open Lo collabosntion. Frank Koelk is
an mcredibly collaboranive artist; he's great. His stolf s dark and tsvisted and

Famntasta

THATS AN INTERESTING THING ABOUT THESE TOYS, THE WHOLE
SUBVERSIVE QUALITY TO THEM. THEYRE CUTE, BUT AS A CARICA
FURE OF VIOLENCE, THEY RETAINA LINHQUE CHARACTERISTIC

[heres a couple things soing om, Our lego, the mboy if vou loak st him you
I FESPITI h

cant guite tell whether he's smiling or iF be has an el geing You pt g coowbar

in his hand and he looks like he's about 1o breik into o car but if vou [t | [T

ersin his hand hesa happy little kideobio

AHE THERE ANY PEOPLE YOU HAVENT WORKED WITH YET THAI
YOURE ITCHING TOGET INVOLVED WITH?

I would lowe g0 work with _]|:"|I Koons Thavid ”-!|II1|' and Laurie Anderson, |
worild really love toowark sith Sanelo, 've also thesght it would be reilly Tun

tor b Furmiture

15 THAT SOMETHING YOL'RI
TURE DESIGNM?

LOHOKENG TO EXPAND INTO, FLIBRNI-

Yes, | would bewe 1o do evervthing, dressers, tables, chairs, vou name it

I MO YOL! SAID YOU WOLULDNT WORK WITH ANYONE
ECCH Wk BEGCGER THAN WHAT FHEY WERE KAKINLG

WHOISE

Hirst. Yo
know there's those Lower Bast Side kind of stores that ore like ‘Tack vouw, don't
even think abou shepping here, vou're st conl enough to shop here' | pur-
|'ll.lf.-1.'|1. ereated Kidrsbiot to be dilferent. Even I!"urll:.'_"'u bt's u ety -rJl.'l.".1 cultur L

Yos, wi're inosendee bothe art, We're bere (o make beaailul stulf

pretiy ihsessive, the whle vibes calls for it mo be Crpen, and we really tey huard to
maintain that, We're o all about ourselves, we're abowr he things ihai we're
muking, we're about the company

DO YOL SEE ADULTS FASCINATION WITH TOYS AS A FALD?

Wier siv voars mow: 1 don’t. Kidrobo ||||I||||'|:._l Tt example, is super ||||:_||||1 ciil
s, itnd it's supposed to be likie as i vou were becoming a tov—thars kind o
the whale vibe behind it s being worn by all kinds of dilferent rH-|||:-|-:' 1 e
shinny, lanky kids From Williomsharg woar our clothing. then the hip-hop guvs
wear our clothing, skiters wear ot clothing, wnd middlesaged adults wear our
clothing. [vs the people boving our tovs; its evervhody. | feel like we're trend-
proof becounse we're not trendy people. We're not following anythieg, Again,

wete pust trveng to make everything beautiful. Se | don't know ghout the trend
thing. | can't vontrol that, but nie, we don't encourage the whale eRay thing. We
iniithe 8L hard [or people to do that, we limit people w how many they can buy.

We keep our prices where they are on purpose

SOYOU'RE TRYING TO MAKE T 50 THAT EVERYONE CAN BUY A

TOY:

|1l|.||.=:. Lok @l the P poind Yokl can ||||!. |\||,‘m|:-n| Tuys fesr %5 or S10 e
S 200000 desllars. Tt's all ower thee map. We hive kids coming in with their allow
unee buying Peeeals, and we have art collectors come in

FELL US ABDILT SOME OF THE UPCOMING TOYS FOR 208
Loomies, they re these little animals, and all they care shout is doving their coes
s Tst s possible. They've been an our elothing for about 4 vear, on some of
Har sl |'||:|'l||||ir t-shirts. The sweaters in the spring clit trime D e unlike
amvthing vou've ever seen. Its almost like Japamese art clothing combined with
European art clothing combined with Kidrobor, We're minving awiy from this

whode patterned boodie thing into o whale ather werld

“THE SKINNY, LANKY KIDS FROM WILLIAMSBURG WEAR OUR
CLOTHING, THEN THE HIP-HOP GUYS WEAR OUR CLOTHING, SKATERS
WEAR OUR CLOTHING, AND MIDDLE-AGED ADULTS WEAR OUR
CLOTHING. IT'S THE PEOPLE BUYING OUR TOYS; IT'S EVERYBODY."
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(C) CREWNECK SWEATERS
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Fenchurch Renta Relwen Twa-Ply Thermal Kostym by
w2 oo Cheap Manday
56500

$70.00

Hurley Space Mad Heetle Logo Eidrobot
48 00 $166.00 $135_00
— “mp

rl" i ?. J by ’#M 17 “;

:""":‘I"f"-_—_.-'-—'__ 174 i - : |
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&AL, Tem & Black

Atticus Clothing Aster:a
R $380.00

39,50
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L-R-G Kidrebot Adam
Slicker This Year Gingham Boxer $295.00
$125.00 $165.00

Name Ribbon Chinatown Bus to Rio
$120.00

ANTENNA |

Spring 2003



13 (M) MESSENGER BAGS

Paul Smith Accessories
$400.00

Stussy
$58.00

Kidrobot Dunny
$90.00

Mark Nason
$815.00

C.P. Company
$1,365.00

Gravis Digi
$75.00

ANTENNA

spring 2008



